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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 

Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are 

available at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 

communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  
As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my 
blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at 

the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second  to 
dip the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune 
but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or 
assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, 
quietly ask the pastor. 
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19TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 30, 8:30 & 11 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Jubilate, Amen,” arr. by Ruby Shaw Hollis (8:30) 

Asking God’s Forgiveness 
 

Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 

Our Lord Jesus says, “The harvest is plentiful, the workers few. Therefore ask 
the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, great is your goodness, and great is our sin. You give us work 
to do, and we refuse it; talents to use, and we bury them; mercy to share, 
and we hold it for ourselves. We have not been faithful servants; our love 
for you is small. Look on us now in your own great love. For Jesus’ sake, 
forgive us; and restore us by the power of the Holy Spirit to joyful service in 
his name. 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ says, “Feed my sheep.” As a called and ordained 
minister of his Church, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 
 

Opening Hymn “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart,” #800 

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray.  Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to 
peace with you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to 
bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 

A Time for Children  

 
Sit 

From the Old Testament Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 

4The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also 
wept again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we 
used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the 
onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing 
at all but this manna to look at.” 
  10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the 
entrances of their tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was 
displeased. 11So Moses said to the LORD, “Why have you treated your servant 
so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of 
all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to 
them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse 
carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their 
ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they 
come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry 
all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. 15If this is the way you are 
going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in your 
sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 
  16So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, 
whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring 
them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you.” 
  24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he 
gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the 
tent. 25Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took 
some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when 
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the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 
  26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named 
Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but 
they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And 
a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the 
camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen 
men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you 
jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD‘s people were prophets, and 
that the LORD would put his spirit on them!” 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  

 

From the Book of Psalms  19:7-14 

Cantor sings refrain; all sing refrain 

 
 

Cantor sings verses; con

Congregation sing verses in bold 
 

7The law of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom | to the innocent. 
8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 
9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. Refrain 
 
11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is | great reward. 
12Who can tell how often | he offends? 
  Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get 
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dominion | over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable | in your sight, 
  O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer. Refrain 
 

From a New Testament letter James 5:13-20 

13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They 
should sing songs of praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for 
the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with 
oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the 
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be 
forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 
another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful 
and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that 
it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the 
earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth 
yielded its harvest. 
  19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth 
and is brought back by another, 20you should know that whoever brings back 
a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover 
a multitude of sins. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

From one of the four Gospels Mark 9:38-50 

Gospel Acclamation “Jesus Loves Me,” #595, stanzas 1, 2 

 

When the Gospel is announced: 
Glory to you, O Lord 
 
38John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in 

your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But 
Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my 
name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not 
against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 
drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
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  42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who 
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung 
around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes 
you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to 
have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot 
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to 
have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to 
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one 
eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm 
never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 
  49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its 
saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace 
with one another.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pr. Bridger 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “In Christ Alone,” (Hymn of the Day) ,” #592 

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 

Choir (11:00)  In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
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There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

Choir (11:00)  No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life’s first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand 

 
CCLI Song # 3350395 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. By Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 896529 

 

Confessing our Faith  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
 

Offering our Prayers 
After each portion of the prayers: 

 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
. . . hear our prayer 

https://us.songselect.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Sharing Christ’s peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you 
And also with you.   

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 

Gathering Gifts “Bellsong,” Douglas E. Wagner (8:30) 
“Amazing Grace,” Adonai Henderson (11:00) 

Stand 

The Gifts are Presented “For the Fruit of All Creation,” 
#679, stanzas 1, 3 

Let us pray.  God of mercy and grace  

You adorn our lives with neighbors to love, bread to share, and good news 
to tell.  Help us embrace our work with joy, and use what we have gathered 
to glorify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen 
 

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 

Preparing our hearts 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  
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Prayer of Consecration 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God. . . . now and forever.   
Amen 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Sit.  To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 

 

Communion Songs 
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“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” #461 

“What a Friend We have in Jesus” #742 

 
Stand 
 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 

Let us pray.  For the gift of Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for us, 
We thank you, gracious Lord. 
That we leave encouraged to trust you; eager to serve you in our neighbors, 
and awakened to the presence of your saints in unexpected places, 
Hear us, gracious Lord. 
 
Almighty God, Father +Son and Holy Spirit, bless and keep you now and 
forever. Amen 
 

ON OUR WAY 

A Song 
 

“God of Grace and God of Glory” #705 

A Mission 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave  

 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019.  
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pr. Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Carl Herhuth (8:30); Janice Snyder (11:00)  
 

Lector – Christa Turnbull (8:30); 
 

Communion Assistants – Allison Benson, Alan Parrott, Scott Straffen (8:30); 
Melissa Hollander, Liz Kitzel, Eileen Spicer (11:00) 

 

Acolytes – Gabrielle Bayness, Kevin McLeeson (8:30);  
Tim Hollander (11:00) 

 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Joy Ringers (8:30) – Directed by Ruth King 
 

Messiah Brass Ensemble (11:00) – Directed by Adonai Henderson 
 

Messiah Choir (11:00) – Directed by Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Matt Berghaus, Steve Turnbull (8:30);  
Mark & Amy Hunger (11:00) 

 

Greeters—Brenda Carpenter (8:30);  
Pat & Kathy Gallagher (11:00) 

 

Ushers – Janie Albers, Craig Jernigan, Steve Swanson (8:30);  
Padraig Donohoe, Reilly Kinter, Katie Norman, 

 Tyler Seagro, George Skliros (11:00) 
 

Trustee – David Fretthold 
 

Altar Guild – Maria Geier, Bonnie Price 
 

Nursery – Jenna Cvijovic, Lori Cvijovic (11:00)  
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

+ The mission of our congregation 
 

+ The witness of the Church throughout the world 
 

+ The first responders and those who protect our communities 
 

+ In mourning:  the Mihalko family 
 

+ The ill:  Emerson Buskirk (granddaughter of Darlene Waugh), Maddy 
Golden, Dorothy Juergens, Anita (mother of Heather Laurie), Donna 
Popp, Beth Zwolsky (daughter of Audrey Ruettger) 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 

In loving memory of Allen Kitzel by his family 
 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Sept. 29—ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS.   
 
Sept. 30—JEROME, d. 420, translator of the Vulgate, the Latin Bible used in 
churches for over 1500 years. 
 
Oct. 4—FRANCIS OF ASSISI, d. 1226, example for the ages of Christ-like 
commitment to “the least of these.” THEODORE FLIEDNER, d. 1864, a German 
pastor who revived the ministry of Lutheran deaconesses.   
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

